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Passages is o two-level multi-skills course for
upper-intermediate to advanced-level students of
North American English. It provides an ideal
follow-up for students who have completed &
beginning to intermediate course, and iz
carefully coordinated to function as a sequel to
New Interchange, one of the world’s most
suecessful English courses for adult and young
adult learners of English.

The course covers the four skills of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing, while giving
systematic attention to grammar and vocabulary.
Passages seeks 1o develop both fluency and
accuracy in English through a topic-based
syllabus. The topics are of high interest to
students and provide maximum opportunities
for personalization and discussion, promoting
the development of both linguistic and
communication skills,

Each level of Passqges provides material for 60 to
90 hours of class instruction. In sltuations where
more time is available, the Teacher’s Manual
provides Optional Activities to extend each unit.
Classes with shorter semesters can reduce the
amount of time spent on Reading, Writing,
Optional Activities, and the Workbook.
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The Student’s Book contains 12 eight-page
units and four review units, The exercises in
each unit are grouped into two thematic lessons.
There is & review unit after every three units;
there's also a set of Grammar Extensions at the
back of the book.

The Teacher’s Manual contains detailed
suggestions on how to teach the course, unit-by-
unit notes, numerous guggestions for optional
follow-up activities, complete answer keys, and
ranscripty of the listening activities. Answers

to Workbook exercises are found at the back of
the book.

The Workbook provides a variety of exercises
that develop students’ proficiency with the
grammar, reading, writing, and vocabulary in
the Student’s Book. Each six-page unit follows
the same teaching sequence as the Student's
Book. The Workbook can be used for classwork
or for homework.

The Class Audlo Caszettes or CDy are for use
in the classroom or lenguage laboratory, They
contain the, recordings for the listening exercises.
Although the speakers primarily modef North
American accents, nonnative varieties of English
are also used where appropriate. Exercises that
are recorded are indicated with the symbol .
A package of four Review Tests is available to
enable the teacher to evaluate students’ progress
and to determine if any areas of the course need
further study. There is one achievement test
following every three units of the Student's
Book. The test booklet is accompanied by an
audio cassette for the listening sections; all tests
may be photocopied for class use. Test anawer
keys as well as complete information on
administering and scoring the tests are included
in this booklet.

Each unit of the Student’s Book is organized
around g central topic or theme and is divided
into two four-page lessons (Lessons A and B},
which complement each other by treating the
unit topic from a different perspactive. For
example, Unit 9 in Level One is entitled
“Putting the mind to work.” The first four-page
lesson, “Exploring creativity,” focuses on the
topic of creativity and jobs. In this lesson,
students describe jobs that require creativity,
take a quiz, and find creative solutions to
difficult problems, In the second four-page
lesson, “Ideas that work,” products and services
that have changed our lives are highlighted. For
this lesson, students explain why new products
are invented and choose inventions that have
had a great impact on society.
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The following unit structure is used throughout
the course:

Lesson A

page one: Fluency activities introduce the topic of
the first lesson through listening and oral work.
page twe: Grammar exercises provide controlled
practice leading to communicative activities.
page.three: Fluency pages provide further
listening practice and oral work.

page four: Writing exercises teach practical -
writing and composition skills.

Lesson B

page éne: Fluency activities introduce the topic of
the second lesson through listening and oral wark.
page boo: Grammar exercises provide controlled
praclice leading to communicative activities.
page three: Fluency pages provide further
listening practice and oral work.

page four: Reading passages develop reading
skills and stimulate discussion.

. 1.
%} Passages seeks to develop both fluency and

Ly B aqcu?ncy ai the upper-intermediate to advanced
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T A'.*‘! levet of proficiency. The course ia based on the
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" assumption that students have studied English
" for a‘[ll:l.l}'ll?er of years and have a good
fdundation in general language skills, They now

bR nged o extend their communicative competence

Ty ,!1", by developing their ability to:

g cxpar_i‘d' the range of topies they can discuss
%y \pand-cobdprehend in English
. ex't:Lnd"llmir knowledge and use of grammar
. brokden their knowledge and use of
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ot spelak English fluently, i.e., express a wide
- { ~ range of ideas without unnecessary pauses or

. breakdowns in communication

et spela.k Enghsh accurately, i.e., use an

"

accepiable standard of pronunciation and
grammar when communicating

To teach these skills, Arssages uses a

communicative methodology that

centers around:

+ presenting topics that extend students’ oral
and grammatical skills

» providing stedents with opportunities to carry
oul communicative tasks in pairs and groups
that require exchange of information and
negotiation of meaning

» developing students’ control of grummar and
conversational language through activities that
present and model language patterns, and
then provide opportunities to practice them in
authentic communicative contexis

At the same lime, the lopic-driven syllabus
provides a rich source of information as a source
for language lessons that allow the maximum
amount of student personalization and response.

The following exercise types are used
throughout Prssages:

Informaton-based tasks

These tasks present real-world information {e.g.,
surveys, realia, short texts). They often begin &
lesson and are designed to generate students’
interest in and reaction to a topic that forms the
basis of the lesson.

Oral exercizsey

These exercises consist of luency-focused pair
and group activities, including discussion tasks,
ranking activities, class surveys, and other
aclivities that encourage an exchange

of information.

Listening exerclses

‘These exercises appear on lluency pages (page
one or page three of each lesson) end develop a
variety of listening skills, such as listening for
general ideas, listening for specific information,
and inferencing. The listenings are based on
authentic recordings of interviews and
discussions with native and second-language
speakers of English. They have been edited and
rerecorded for clarity,

Grammar exercises

The grammar exercises focus on areas of
grammar that are important at the upper-
intermediate to advanced levels. These include
exercises that seek to:

+ illustrate how structures and grammar items

that students may have previously encountered
. can be used in more complex ways

+ expand students’ grammatical resources as the
basis for both speaking and writing

The grammar sections in Pagsages begin by

showing how & structure is used and then iake

students from controlled practice to use of the

structure in a communicative context.



Reading exercises

Readings are adapted from a variety of authentic
sources and edited for clarity, Pre-reading and
post-reading tasks allow students o fully uiilize
the reading passages and to develop reading
skills, such as skimming, scanning, and making
inferences, They also stimulate class discussion.

Writing exercises

Each unit contains one page of writing activities.
In Level One, students leamn about using topic
sentences, identifying main ideas and supporting
details, and organizing paragraphs. They move
from writing short paragraphs to composing

a three-paragraph composition by the end of

the book. ’

Vocabulary exercises
Vocabulary exercises in each unil develop

. students’ knowledge of lexical sets, synonyms

and antonyms, as well as idioms and collocations.

Grammar extensions

Grammar extensions are located at the back of
the book. They expand on the grammatical
structures introduced in the Student's Book.

It has been our goal with Passages 1o provide
stimulating subject matter that will make
learning English fun while at the same time
giving students the tools they need to
communicate in the real world. We hope that you
enjoy Pussages and look forward to hearing your
comments on the course, Jack C. Richards

Chuck Sandy
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* Finding out what personality traits you
have in common with your classmates

» Shudying persanality profiles

. Ta.l]n);:;8 about how you have changed or
how you would like to change

* Comparing families

* Talking about rules in your family

* Making suggestions i improve schools
Expluumghowmhoolprepuﬂyoung
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* Discussing different ways 1o learn
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GRAMMAR VOCABULARY

Unit 7 = Teling the news

* Adverbs with the past |+ Nouns reforting (o
and past perfect eventa in the news
» Present perfect va past :
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continizous

€» Storytelling
iy What's In the news?

!

@ Ewing 19
| i) The wisdom of age

€ Expluring creativity
(P ldeas thatwork .

Unit 8 - Values
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* Presenting information in

chronological order
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@ lobe-trotting
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@) Haw honest are you?
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1 + Noun clauses

» Shonkd haveand oxght | * Nouns referring to
1 havt; wishes about nhmmdmiq.of-
the past characior :

» Adjectives of emotion |+ Adjactives . -
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= Non-defining relafive
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modifiers

containing relative
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* Future perfeet and

future perfect

continuous

« Gerunds as the objects
of prepositions

* Mixed conditionals
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Studying the different sections of
Presenting » news story of local interest

* Talking about values you've learned
* Describing personal memories and

* Giving advice to young people on getting
the most gut of Life

Stating personal beliefs

LISTENING

« An interviewer aaks
pecple about personal

s
* Three people describe
their role modzls

WRITING

Putting events

* Writing » narrative

* Choosing a thesiy
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